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obligation to them." He told them his opinion, " That as
the Queen was bound by treaty to concert with the States
the conditions of a peace, so, upon their declining the con-
cert so frequently offered, she was acquitted of that obliga-
tion : but that he verily believed, whatever measures Her
Majesty should take, she would always have a friendly
regard to the interest of their commonwealth; and that as
their unkindness had been very unexpected and disagree-
able to Her Majesty, so their compliance would be equally
pleasing."

I have been the more circumstantial in relating this affair,
because it furnished abundance of discourse, and gave rise
to many wild conjectures and misrepresentations, as well
here as in Holland, especially that part which concerned the
Duke of Ormonde ;l for the angry faction in the House of
Commons, upon the first intelligence, that the Duke had
declined to act offensively against France, in concurrence
with the allies, moved for an address, wherein the Queen
should be informed of " the deep concern of her Commons
for the dangerous consequences to the common cause, which
must arise from this proceeding of her general; and to
beseech her, that speedy instructions might be given to the
Duke to prosecute the war with vigour, in order to quiet the
minds of her people, &c." But a great majority was against
this motion, and a resolution drawn up and presented to the
Queen by the whole House of a quite contrary tenor,
" That they had an entire confidence in Her Majesty's most
gracious promise, to communicate to her Parliament the
terms of the peace, before the same should be concluded ;
and that they would support Her Majesty, in obtaining an

1 This determination on the part of England to cease hostilities at
this juncture has been most severely criticized. The matter formed,
afteiwaids, the chief article in the impeachment of Bolingbroke, and an
important article in the impeachment of Oxford. Accoiding to the
"Report of the Committee of Secrecy," and the Earl of Oxford's
answer to this charge in his impeachment, it seems as if St. John had
instructed Ormonde so to act, without in any way consulting the coun-
cil, and apparently purposely concealing the fact from his colleagues.
Mr. Walter Sichel, however, in a note on p. 380 of his "Bolingbroke
and his Times," clearly traces the order to the desire of the Queen her-
self ; and in his text lays on the Queen the blame that was visited on
the heads of her ministers. See also note on p. 156. [T. S.]